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2009 ð Building a Strong Foundation 
  

 One of the definitions of ñfoundationò is ñan underlying natural or prepared base 

or support.ò  As the economy continues to present challenges to all of us, the Foundation 

viewed 2009 as a year of strengthening its base and positioning for the future.  Early in 

the year the Board of Trustees met for its annual strategic planning retreat.  With the  

assistance of facilitator, Mary Brown, the Board reviewed the current structure of the 

organization, set goals for the coming year, reviewed and then reconfigured several 

committees to achieve those goals.  A ñmenuò of giving opportunities was developed by 

the Fundraising/Marketing Committee, a variety of ways businesses or individuals can contribute to the Foun-

dation.  It includes the Gala and Duck Race, as well as long-term participation through the Legacy Club.  

Throughout the year prospective donors were identified and contacted by members of the Board.   

 The Winter Gala continues to be the major fundraising avenue for the Foundation.  Held in early Febru-

ary at Western Golf and Country Club, the unseasonably warm February evening matched the warm hearts of 

almost 200 guests. Dinner Co-chairs Debby Brauer and Kimberly Riley Fouts, 

along with the Gala Committee, had planned an outstanding evening.  In celebra-

tion of Motownôs anniversary, guests were welcomed with appropriate music.  

They had an opportunity to have their photos taken, a caricature drawn or have an 

air brush tattoo.  There was a wide array of silent auction items to bid on, many 

provided by Farmington/Farmington Hills merchants and businesses.  We enjoyed 

a gourmet dinner and then an enthusiastic live auction conducted by Ed Cleland. 

 A special feature of the Gala was the introduction of the ñBountiful Back-

pack Program.ò  In our community many people find it difficult to believe that we have families whose  

children not only qualify for federally-funded breakfasts and lunches, but may not have healthy food for the 

weekend.  The Bountiful Backpack program helps to fill that need.  Guests responded ð on the spot ð with 

almost $7,000 in donations and pledges.   

 Announcing grant recipients in the spring was especially satisfying as the Foundation approaches the 

half million mark in awards to local groups that enhance the lives of all of our residents.  Information about 

each of those groups is included in this report. 

 Summer brought the 5th annual Rubber Duck Race.  Led by Board Trus-

tee, Ed Cleland, working relationships with the Farmington Public Schools, 

Farmington Youth Assistance and the Farmington Downtown Development  

Authority were in place early in the planning.  Non-profit groups in the commu-

nity had the opportunity to participate as ñDuck Race Partnersò while  

businesses, civic organizations and individuals entered decorated decoy ducks 

in the Decoy Duck Race.  The Duck Race is a summer highlight and the 2009 

race was no exception.  How wonderful that a community as diverse as ours can 

come together for such fun.     

 

We invite you to visit our Website www.ffhfoundation.org for updated program information and a listing of 

donors to the Foundation.  Youôll be amazed at the wide range of supporters and we are grateful for each and 

every one of you.  

 



REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 2009 
 

Since its inception in 1995 the Foundation 

has awarded almost $500,000 to organiza-

tions that enhance the lives of children and 

families in our community.  We are  

pleased to share information about the 

2009 grant recipients.        

    The nationally-recognized AFTER 

SCHOOL PROGRAM  of the Farmington 

Hills Youth and Family Services continues 

to provide an outstanding service to middle 

school students.  More than 4,500 middle school students have 

benefited from this program since it began in 1996.   Students 

are picked up at their schools and can choose from five 

locations   While the recreational activities are a highlight 

of the program, there are also numerous educational and 

volunteer opportunities.  The Foundation has supported 

the After School Program since the program began.  

     BOYS & GIRLS REPUBLIC  (BGR) is a residential 

facility and community resource center that has been part 

of the Farmington Hills area since 1907.  BGR provides 

treatment to young people who have been delinquent, been  

victims of abuse or neglect, or have suffered serious emotional 

problems.  This yearôs grant continued the ñMirror Imageò  

program teaching social and behavior 

skills, including job interviewing. 

     COMMUNITY LIVING CEN-

TERS provides residential care for 

adults with developmental disabilities.  

There are six locations in Farmington/

Farmington Hills.  The grant to the 

ñSMILE Programò helped defray the 

cost of professional treatment not  

covered by Medicaid.   

     The FARMINGTON FAMILY YMCA  received a grant in 

support of the summer camp and the teen 

After School Program.  Students can partici-

pate in intramural basketball and volleyball, 

programs that had to be cancelled by the  

public schools due to budget constraints.  

The grant also provided funding for the teen 

summer camp and Counselor-in-Training 

program. 

     Playground equipment at HILLSIDE 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  has been updated and made safer 

for the students with a 2009 grant. 

     We can all be proud of the young people on the MAYORôS 

YOUTH COUNCIL.   What outstanding representatives of our 

community.  A grant to this group assisted the students attending 

the University of Michiganôs Youth Dialogues on Race and  

Ethnicity. 

   The ñStop & Readò area has been completed at the POWER 

MIDDLE SCHOOL .  It is a beautiful space  where students can 

read while waiting to be picked up after school.  The work was 

done by volunteers ð staff, parents and students ð and includes  

benches, plantings and a wheelchair-accessible walkway. 

      

 

 

Founded in 1986, the SAMARITAN COUNSEL-

ING CENTER  is located at Nardin Park United 

Methodist Church with a satellite counseling  

office at North Congregational Church.  The Cen-

ter provides counseling for individuals, couples, 

families for wide range of personal and relation-

ship problems, including marital, loss of employ-

ment, and provides educational and preventive 

programs.  About 50% of the clients are residents 

of Farmington and Farmington Hills and the grant 

is earmarked to assist those residents. 

     At an annual luncheon, the TURN AROUND ACHIEVE-

MENT COMMITTEE r ecognized 

middle and high school students who 

have demonstrated a significant positive 

change in their school and personal 

lives.   

     THE WARNER CRUSADERS 
was created seven years ago to encour-

age students to use their creative talents 

on projects that give back to the community.  Projects include 

making Halloween packages for children in the Head Start 

program at Farmington Community School, baking for Meals 

on Wheels, making stuffed animals for children at 

Providence and Childrenôs Hospitals, and a talent 

show at the Farmington Extended Care facility.  

An exciting addition to this groupôs activities is an 

on-going project with patients at the Botsford  

Rehabilitation and Continuing Care Center.  

 Students are helping these special residents to 

create scrapbooks depicting their life histories. 

      

    In addition to these grants, nineteen non-profit 

organizations participated in the 2009 Duck Race as our 

ñPartners,ò earning a generous portion from their sales 

of Duck Tickets.  The top selling group was the 

NORTH FARMINGTON FOOTBALL BOOST-

ERS, earning over $1,000. Other Partners were the 

Farmington Garden Club, Farmington Musicale, 

Friends of the Library, North Congregational Church 

Youth, the Harrison High School Robohawks and the 

PTA Council. 

 

    Introduced at the 2009 Winter Gala, the BOUNTIFUL 

BACKPACK PROGRAM contin-

ues as a special Foundation project.  

Reaching out to the entire commu-

nity, we were able to fund the pro-

gram during the 2009-2010 school 

year.  Currently 60 students benefit 

from the program and weôre looking 

forward to expanding it as we continue into next school year.  

For $200 a year, one student can go home every weekend dur-

ing the school year with healthy food.  Civic groups, churches 

and businesses have contributed to the program.  


